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Dear Honorable Committee Members:
1. Introduction:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the U.S. Senate Committee on
Appropriations: Subcommittee on Labor, Health, and Human Services, Education, and Related
Services. My name is Perkin Simpson. I am the Chief Executive Officer of Operation Fuel, Inc, a
nonprofit organization based in Hartford, Connecticut that provides emergency energy assistance
to limited-income households throughout Connecticut. Additionally, Operation Fuel is a Board
Member of the National Energy & Utility Affordability Coalition (NEUAC).

Operation Fuel’s testimony addresses funding for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) and why this vital program is essential in protecting our most vulnerable
residents throughout the country.

Operation Fuel is a Connecticut 501(c)3 private nonprofit founded in 1977 during the oil
embargo, when energy price shocks destabilized household budgets and the national economy.
Today, we continue to provide emergency energy and utility assistance to eligible Connecticut
households experiencing financial crisis. We provide direct bill assistance for qualifying
Connecticut residents who earn up to 75% of State Median Income (SMI). Each program season
(application window) offers struggling Connecticut households a one-time assistance grant up to
$500 towards a utility bill or one-time fuel delivery. For thousands of households across
Connecticut, Operation Fuel is the last option in an emergency.

As you finalize your decisions, please continue to protect seniors, children, those with disabilities
and other vulnerable persons by maximizing FY26 LIHEAP appropriations at $5.1 billion.
LIHEAP provides energy security for millions of households, ensures access to critical home
heating and cooling, provides weatherization to improve home energy efficiency, addresses
energy crises, and protects families in their own homes.

II. Comments:
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is one of the most critical

components of the social safety net. The program provides heating and cooling assistance to
households experiencing economic or medical crises, or otherwise vulnerable to unsafe indoor
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temperatures. LIHEAP is an exceptionally efficient and targeted program, with state block grants
flowing to local agencies to eligible households on a short-term basis to prevent utility
disconnections or provide assistance with the cost of heating and cooling homes.

When families in Connecticut can’t access LIHEAP, or exhaust their benefits, they turn to
Operation Fuel for emergency assistance. While we are grateful that leaders in our state allocated
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars in 2024 to support families in need, those funds are
no longer available — without intervention, Americans will be left out in the cold. Operation Fuel
has limited funding and can provide only one benefit per year for applicants — this is not enough
for families struggling to keep their heat and lights on in the winter. While we were once open
nearly year-round, today that is not the reality — demand far exceeds what current resources can
provide. We ask you to continue working to ensure that vulnerable families have a safety net
when they need it most.

In Connecticut, LIHEAP and Operation Fuel serve many of the same clients. Please consider our
impacts:

e “Operation Fuel has helped my family in a huge way. I was diagnosed with cancer a year
and a half ago, so I was unable to work as I was going through chemo and radiation. We
ran out of fuel in one of the coldest weeks of the year and this organization was able to
grant us fuel to help us out. Much gratitude for the donations and this organization.”

e “The grant from Operation Fuel impacted my family by allowing them to have electricity
for their sleep apnea, asthma machine and for the refrigerator to be on for their
medication. Also, they helped with gas as well so my children can shower in warm
water.”

e “Asasenior who has lived in my home for many years, I’ve faced numerous hardships in
recent years. Living alone and on a limited fixed income, I’ve struggled to keep up with
medical bills and basic necessities like food, all while dealing with the challenges of
aging and mobility. The burden of not being able to afford electricity and heat weighed
heavily on me, adding to my worries. When I received the notice from Operation Fuel
that they could cover my entire electric bill, I broke down in tears. I cried because, in that
moment, [ felt hope. It gave me the chance to breathe, even just for a moment, it means
so much to me.”

As we all recognize, energy costs across our state and nation are too high for working families to
afford. Crisis presents a persistent and insidious state of emergency for LIHEAP families.
Consistent and comprehensive funding for this vital program ensures families maintain a safe
home environment year-round.
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In addition to helping Connecticut families in medical and financial crisis, grants from Operation
Fuel provide revenue and jobs for small businesses across our state. We collaborate with more
than 300 delivered fuel companies, primarily small, family-run businesses, to support emergency
requests as quickly as possible.

On a regular basis, company partners send us comments like these:

*  “Thank you so much for all your hard work. Thank you for always helping. I have a lot of
vulnerable households. I try always to work with you. I really appreciate it.” — Sippin
Energy (Monroe, CT)

*  “Thank you so much for your help with keeping these people warm!” — DePalma Oil
(West Haven, CT)

* “Thank you guys for the update! Keep making a difference, You're crushing it!” — Clear
River Fuel (East Hartford, CT)

III.  Conclusion:
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of LIHEAP. Funding for
emergency assistance and programs that our most vulnerable residents rely on is needed.

Eliminating this funding would impact Connecticut’s and the U.S. economy.

Please protect seniors, children, those with disabilities and other vulnerable persons by
maximizing FY26 LIHEAP appropriations at $5.1 billion.

We appreciate your leadership and are glad to work with the committee on this and other issues
before you at any time. Please contact me at Perkin(@operationfuel.org to discuss more.

Sincerely,

Perkin Simpson, Ph.D., CAP°
Chief Executive Officer
Operation Fuel, Inc.
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